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(m) Mobile telephone. 

@i A mobile telephone has a plurality of operat- 
ing characteristics, such as the volume of an 
output signal, the ringing volume, and the gen- 
eration of tones. When moving from one envi- 
ronment to another, such as, from an indoor 
environment to an in-car environment or an 
out-door environment, it is preferable to modify 
a plurality of these operating characteristics. 

In order to facilitate the modification of said 
plurality of characteristics, a plurality of groups 
(2-7) are defined for these characteristics. Each 
group includes predetermined values for all 
these characteristics and the selection of a 
particular group results in a plurality of charac- 
teristics being modified simultaneously. Thus, 
when moving from one environment to another, 
a user is only required to make a single menu 
selection, resulting in a plurality of operating 
characteristics being modified simultaneously. 
For example, when moving into an in-car envi- 
ronment, the output volume will be increased, 
ringing tone volume will be increased and a call 
transfer function, if previously selected, will be 




Jouve, 18, rue Saint-Denis, 75001 PARIS 



1 EP 0 611 070 A2 2 



The present invention relates to a mobile tele- 
phone, of the type having a plurality of operating char- 
acteristics and means for adjusting said operating 
characteristics. 

Mobile telephones tend to have significantly 
more adjustable characteristics than conventional tel- 
ephones. For example, known mobile telephones in- 
clude means for adjusting the sound volume so as to 
accommodate variations in ambient noise and the op- 
erating environment. Thus, when speaking in a car, a 
higher sound volume is generally used than in, say, a 
theatre or when in a conference. 

Known mobile telephones also make provision 
for adjusting the ringing volume, again, in accordance 
with the situation of the user. Outdoors, for example, 
the ringing volume can be adjusted to its maximum, 
whereas indoors a lower ringing intensity may be pre- 
ferred. Furthermore, in a theatre or when in a confer- 
ence, it may be preferable to switch off the ringer al- 
together. 

In addition to the characteristics which can be 
controlled over a range of values, mobile telephones 
are also known which have characteristics which may 
be switched on or switched off. Examples of these 
characteristics include whether a tone is heard when 
a key is pressed, whether warning tones are generat- 
ed, whether the telephone's lights are switched on 
and whether calls are automatically transferred, etc. 

In known mobile telephones, it is necessary for a 
user to adjust each individual characteristic when 
moving from one environment to another such as, for 
example, when coming out of a meeting or when go- 
ing outdoors etc. Thus, under these situations, it is 
necessary for a user to identify each individual char- 
acteristic and make suitable adjustments. Usually, 
this involves selecting characteristics from a menu, 
adjusting the characteristic selected from the menu 
and then resetting the telephone to its normal oper- 
ating mode. 

Consequently, it is tedious for an operator to ad- 
just a plurality of characteristics and there is a tenden- 
cy for characteristics not to be placed into their ideal 
setting when the telephone is moved from one envir- 
onment to another. Thus, although the ability to make 
the appropriate adjustment is provided by the device 
itself, these adjustments are often not made, result- 
ing in the telephone not offering the best possible per- 
formance for each situation within which it is placed. 

According to an aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a mobile telephone of the aforesaid 
type, characterised by means for defining a plurality 
of groups of said characteristics, wherein each group 
includes predetermined values of said characteris- 
tics, and means for selecting one of said defined 
groups. 

Thus, the invention provides an advantage to the 
effect that, when moving from one environment to an- 
other, it is only necessary for a user to select a par- 



ticular group, in preference to adjusting a plurality of 
operating characteristics. 

The adjustable characteristics may include 
sound volume, ringing tone, key tones, warning 
s tones, lights, and call transfer or any combination of 
these characteristics. Groups may include an "indoor" 
group, an "outdoor" group and an "in-car" group. 

In a preferred embodiment, some of the groups 
will be pre-set and other groups may be defined by a 
10 user. 

The invention will now be described byway of ex- 
ample only, with reference to the accompanying 
drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 shows a mobile telephone having an out- 
73 put loudspeaker, an input microphone, a menu 
display and selection devices; 
Figure 2 schematically represents a loudspeaker 
and menu selection devices of the telephone 
shown in Figure 1 , connected to a processing de- 
20 vice arranged to define groups of operating char- 
acteristics and to control operating characteris- 
tics in response to group selections; and 
Figure 3 shows the relationship between operat- 
ing characteristics and defined groups. 
25 A mobile telephone is shown in Figure 1 , having 
a mouthpiece microphone 1 5 and an earpiece loud- 
speaker 16. Conventional signalling buttons 17 are 
provided, enabling telephone numbers to be dialled 
and for supplementary telephony services to be ef- 
so fected using the star and square buttons. A liquid 
crystal display 18 also provides a visual display to an 
operator which, In addition to facilitating conventional 
telephony operations, also assist the operator in the 
selection of other operating characteristics. 
35 In operation, an operator may activate a function 
button 19 which in turn instructs the mobile tele- 
phone to display function options on the LCD display 
1 8. These options are displayed in the form of a scrol- 
lable menu thus, after operation of button 19, a par- 
40 ticular menu function will be displayed on the LCD 
display 18. This menu selection may, for example, 
specify the volume of the ringing tone. Thereafter, de- 
pression of button 20 will increase the volume of the 
ringing tone, whereas, depression of button 21 will re- 
45 duce the volume of the ringing tone. 

Further depression of function button 19 will 
scroll the menu displayed on LCD 18 to the next se- 
lectable item. Thus, in similar fashion, the output 
sound during normal operation may be adjusted, and 
so binary functions may also be adjusted, such as 
whether tones are generated when keys are pressed, 
as to whether warning tones are generated, whether 
the telephone is illuminated and whether calls are au- 
tomatically transferred etc. 
55 Unlike conventional telephones, which tend to be 
stationary and are operated, generally, under consis- 
tent operating conditions, mobile telephones, by their 
very nature, are required to telephony services over 
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a wide range of operating conditions. For example, a 
mobile telephone owner may initially be outdoors 
walking to an important conference. In both situa- 
tions, outdoors and while in the conference, the mo- 
bile telephone is required to be active but, due to the 
change in operating conditions, it is necessary for the 
telephones operating characteristics to be adjusted. 
Thus, while outdoors, it is preferable for the output 
sound through the loudspeaker 16 to be relatively 
high, so that the user can hear a telephone conver- 
sation above background noise. Similarly, it is desir- 
able for the ringing tone to be set at its maximum vol- 
ume so that the phone can be heard if it rings. 

Using a mobile telephone outdoors is more de- 
manding than using the telephone indoors, particu- 
larly when confronted with inclement weather condi- 
tions. Thus, it is desirable for confirmation to be pro- 
vided when keys have been pressed and this is ach- 
ieved by the generation of tones on the depression of 
each key. Thus, in this way, a user receives confirma- 
tion that a key has been pressed, thereby reducing 
the risk of the key being depressed again. However, 
it may be unnecessary for the phone to light up while 
in use outdoors and it would not be necessary for calls 
to be transferred. 

On moving into the meeting, it would be desirable 
for adjustments to be made to the operating charac- 
teristics of the telephone, particularly to ensure that 
the presence of the telephone does not annoy other 
people at the meeting. Thus, the user would not wish 
other people at the meeting to hear the voice of the 
other caller, therefore it would be desirable for the vol- 
ume of the output sound to be reduced. Similarly, the 
volume of the ringing tone may be reduced or, if it 
would be completely undesirable for calls to be re- 
ceived in this situation, the ringing tone may be 
switched off altogether. Similarly, it would not be de- 
sirable for tones to be produced while keys are de- 
pressed, although it may be desirable for warning 
tones to be generated such that, for example, an op- 
erator is warned if battery replacement is due. 

The meeting may be held in subdued lighting, 
therefore it would be desirable for the telephone to 
light up when being operated. However, given that the 
operator is not in a position to receive incoming calls, 
it will be necessary to effect a call transfer. 

Thus, it can be seen that, when moving from an 
outdoor situation to an indoor meeting situation, it 
may be necessary to adjust a total of six operating 
characteristics (and possibly more) in order to ach- 
ieve maximum benefit from the telephone, while at 
the same time minimising the intrusive nature of the 
telephone to other colleagues or delegates. 

In addition to a menu selection for each of the in- 
dividual characteristics, an option provided by the 
menu device allows a plurality of characteristics to be 
adjusted by a single operation. 

As previously stated, scrollable menus are dis- 



played on the LCD display 18 by operation of the 
function button 19. Repeated operation of the func- 
tion button 19 scrolls through the menus and one of 
said scrollable menus defines ambient conditions, 

s from which a particular ambient condition may be se- 
lected. Thus, after operation of the function button 19 
such that the menu definition "ambient conditions" is 
displayed on the LCD display 18, button 20 or button 
21 is depressed so as to scroll thru the ambient con- 
to ditions sub-menu. 

The ambient conditions sub-menu has a plurality 
of functions which include "indoors", "outdoors", 
"conference\theatre", "car", and "personal". Thus, in 
the example stated previously, when a user moves 

73 from an outdoor ambient condition to a meeting, 
which may be treated as a conference or a theatre 
ambient condition it is only necessary for said user to 
make a single menu selection, from the ambient con- 
ditions menu, rather than making independent menu 

20 selections from the sound volume menu, the ringing 
tone menu, the key tones menu, the warning tones 
menu, the lights menu and the cail transfer menu. 
Thus, when the ambient conditions menu is set to out- 
doors, the sound volume will be set to four fifths of 

25 its maximum, the ringing tone will be set to its maxi- 
mum value, key tones will be on, warning tones will 
be off, lights will be off and the call transfer function 
will be off. On entering the meeting, an operator se- 
lects the ambient conditions menu and from this 

so menu selects the conference\theatre option. On se- 
lecting this option, the sound volume is automatically 
adjusted to two fifths of its maximum, the ringing tone 
is switched off, key tones are switched off, warning 
tones are switched on, the lighting function is switch- 

35 ed on and call transfer is switched on. 

Aschematic representation of the processing de- 
vices within the telephone of Figure 1 are shown in 
Figure 2. The loudspeaker 1 6 is relevant to four of the 
functions in which output sounds are generated. Nor- 

40 mal output speech is supplied to the loudspeaker 16 
via an output circuit 25. Ringing tones are generated 
by a tone generation circuit 26, warning tones are 
generated by a tone generation circuit 27 and key 
tones, produced when keys are depressed, are gen- 

45 erated by a key tone generation circuit 28. However, 
it should be appreciated that Figure 2 is a schematic 
representation and that in alternative embodiments a 
single tone generating circuit may be provided capa- 
ble, on command, of producing a plurality of tones. 

so When the light option is selected, the first depres- 
sion of a key results in the control panel being illumin- 
ated by a light source 29, receiving powerfrom a light 
control circuit 30. Similarly, when selected, a call 
transfer circuit 31 effects the transfer of calls to a pre- 

55 determined telephone number. Again, the call trans- 
fer feature 31 is shown schematically in Figure 2 and, 
in an alternative embodiment, could be effected by 
program control of a central processing unit. 
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Central processing unit 32 is provided which, 
amongst other things, provides enabling signals over 
enabling lines 33 to 38 to respective devices 25 to 31 . 

The operation of button 19 is illustrated in Figure 
2 by "operating mode selection" 19. Thus, repeated 
operation of the operating mode selection button 19 
results in the CPU 32 effectively scrolling through a 
plurality of menu options, displayed on the LCD dis- 
play 18 shown in Figure 1. Thus, repeated operation 
of the operating mode selection button 19 will result 
in the ambient conditions selection being made and 
an indication of this being displayed on the LCD dis- 
play 18. Thereafter, selection of a particular ambient 
condition is made by operation of buttons 20 and 21 , 
resulting in the selected ambient condition being dis- 
played on the LCD display 18. 

In response to a particular ambient condition be- 
ing selected, the CPU 32 is programmed to supply ap- 
propriate enabling signals to devices 25 to 31 . The 
enabling signal supplied to the volume control circuit 
25 includes a plurality of bits, thereby defining the 
output volume for said device. Si mi larly , a plural ity of 
bits are provided to the ringing control circuit 25. Cir- 
cuits 27 to 31 receive a single bit, arranged to enable 
said devices or disable said devices in a binary fash- 
ion. 

Thus, referring to the previously described exam- 
ple, a menu selection for "outdoors" may be made, 
which results in a signal being supplied to the volume 
control circuit 25, controlling said circuit such that the 
output volume is set to four fifths of its maximum. 
Similarly, a signal is supplied to the ringing circuit 26, 
ensuring that said ringing circuit produces ringing 
tones of maximum volume when supplied to the loud- 
speaker 16. The warning tone circuit 27 is disabled 
but the key tone circuit 28 is enabled. The light circuit 
30 is disabled and the call transfer circuit 31 is dis- 
abled. 

The full range of ambient conditions selectable 
from the ambient conditions menu is shown in Figure 
3. Presented in the upper row of the Figure are vari- 
ous situations 41 which may be selected. These are 
"indoors", "outdoors", "conference", "theatre" and 
"car". The characteristics set by the selection of an 
ambient condition are presented in the left column of 
the Figure. As shown, these settings are for output 
sound volume, ringing volume, key tones, warning 
tones, lights and call transfer. 

On selecting the ambient conditions menu, oper- 
ation of buttons 20 and 21 results in the ambient con- 
dition selections 42 to 47 being displayed on the LCD 
display 18. When a particular selection is made, by 
operation of the function button 19, the operating 
characteristics specified above are set as detailed in 
Figure 3. 

Thus, when the "indoors" option is selected from 
the ambient conditions menu, the output sound vol- 
ume is set to three fifths of its maximum value and 



the ringing tone is set such that said tone is initiated 
at a low volume with a steadily increasing volume 
which ramps up while the call remains unanswered. 
The key tones option is set to Its off position, such 

s that tones are not generated while keys are de- 
pressed. The warning tones option is set to its on pos- 
ition, such that, where appropriate, audible warning 
tones are generated. The lights option is set to its off 
position, such that the telephone's internal light 

10 source 29 is not activated. The call transfer option is 
set to its off position, thereby ensuring that calls are 
not transferred when a call Is made to the telephone. 

When the "outdoors" option is selected from the 
ambient conditions menu, the output sound volume is 

73 set to four fifths of its maximum value. Ringing tone 
is also adjusted so that, at all times, the output volume 
is at its maximum. The key tones option is switched 
on, such that tones are generated when keys are de- 
pressed but the warning tones option is switched off. 

20 Similarly, the lights option is switched off and the call 
transfer option is switched off. 

On selecting the "conferenceUheatre" option, the 
output sound volume is set to two fifths of its maxi- 
mum value and the ringing tone output volume level 

25 is disabled, such that no output ringing tone is gener- 
ated. The key tones option is switched off but the 
warning tones option is switched on. The lights option 
is switched on and the call transfer option is switched 
on, resulting in all incoming calls being transferred to 

so another telephone number. 

When the "in-car" option is selected, the output 
volume level is set to Its maximum value and the ring- 
ing tone level is also set to its maximum value. Key 
tones are generated when keys are depressed and 

35 warning tones, where appropriate are generated. The 
telephone is illuminated on the depression of a key, 
by the selection of the lights option and the call trans- 
fer option is switched off. 

In this embodiment, options 43 to 46 are prede- 

40 fined during manufacturing but additional options are 
provided which are programmable by a user. Thus, 
selection 47, identified as "personal" is completely 
programmable by an operator. In the example, the op- 
erator has selected options such that the output 

45 sound volume is set to one fifth of its maximum level. 
The ringing tone is set to the intensifying ramping op- 
tion and the key tones option is set to on. The warning 
tones option is also set to on, but the lights option is 
set to off and the call transfer option is off. 

so Thus, as can be appreciated, when the ambient 
conditions change, a user is only required to select a 
particular grouping 43 to 47 representing an ambient 
condition applicable to the particular situation. When 
an ambient condition is selected, all of the appropriate 

55 characteristics are adjusted. 

In an alternative embodiment, ambient condi- 
tions are pre-programmed during manufacturing 
however, these preprogrammed values are adjust- 
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able by an operator from the "factory-set" position. 
Thus, a user may be able to define his own grouping 
of characteristics for a particular ambient condit ion or 
modify an original factory-set grouping. 

If the telephone is used by more than one person, 
each person may have their own "personal" settings 
which will be appropriate to the particular use being 
made by that user. 



Claims 

1. Amobile telephone having a plurality of operating 
characteristics and means (20,21) for adjusting 
said operating characteristics, characterised by: 

means for defining a plurality of groups (2- 
7) of said characteristics, wherein each group in- 
cludes predetermined values of said characteris- 
tics, and 

means (20,21) for selecting one of said de- 
fined groups. 

2. A mobile telephone according to claim 1, includ- 
ing ringing means (26,16) wherein the volume of 
said ringing means is one of said characteristics. 



9. A method according to claim 8, wherein the 
grouping of values of said characteristics is pre- 
determined by a user. 

s 10. Amethod according to claim 8 orclaim 9, wherein 
groups are predetermined for situations includ- 
ing "indoors", "outdoors" and "in-car". 

11. A method according to any of claims 8 to 10, 
10 wherein said groups are selected from a dis- 
played menu. 

12. A method according to any of claims 8 to 11, 
wherein groups are predetermined during the 

73 manufacturing process. 
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3. Amobile telephone according to claim 1 orclaim 
2, including output means (25,16), wherein the 
volume of a signal generated by said output 



4. A mobile telephone according to any preceding 
claim, including means (28) for generating tones 
when keys are depressed, wherein the genera- 
tion of key tones is one of said characteristics. 



5. A mobile telephone according to any preceding 
claim, including means (27) for generating warn- 
ing tones, wherein the generation of warning 
tones is one of said characteristics. 



A mobile telephone according to any preceding 
claim, including means (30,29) for illuminating 
said telephone, wherein said telephone illumina- 
tion is one of said characteristics. 



7. A mobile telephone according to any preceding 
claim, including means (31) for transferring cails, 
wherein the transfer of calls is one of said char- 



8. in a mobile telephone having a plurality of oper- 
ating characteristics and means for adjusting 
said operating characteristics, a method of defin- 
ing a plurality of groups of said characteristics, 55 
wherein each group includes predetermined val- 
ues for said characteristics and one of said de- 
fined groups is selected by an operator. 
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Fig. 3. 
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